Chapter 1 - Ori Kiini | GREETINGS
OBJECTIVES:

In this chapter you will learn:
-How to greet people
- About Yoruba verbs
-The use of negation ‘kd’
-About Yorluba pronouns
- The use of interrogatives ‘Ki ni ‘and ‘Sé’



Ori Kiini (Chapter 1)

Awon ord (Vocabulary)

Awon 9ord (Vocabulary)

agbado corn

aso clothing

baba father

béolu ball

eré play

emu palm wine

eyin egg

Ibadan a city in south western Nigeria
ié house

iresi rice

kooki Coke

moinmaoin a meal made from black-eyed peas
Ogbéni Mr.

olukd teacher

omo child

oruko name

owd money

obe stew

aagoo yin

a duapé

asoo re
babaa Fanmi

okoo wa
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your clock/wristwatch
thank you
your clothes
Funmi’s father
his/her house
my book

thank you

no

their money
birthday

our vehicle
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Ori Kiini (Chapter 1)

Awon 9ord (Vocabulary)

gba fo kick

fé to want

gbé fo live

jeun fo eat

kawé fo read a book
mu fo drink

ni fo have

Verb Phrases
bawo ni?

how are you? / how are things?

Conjunctions
sugbon
tabi

but
or

Interrogatives
ki ni?

ki ni nnkan?

sé daadaa ni?

sé nnhkan n lo?

sé wa a jokos?

what?

how are things?

how are you/ how are things?
how are you? How are things?
are things are going well?
would you like to sit down?

Other Expressions

alaafia ni
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fine/l am fine/ things are fine/peace
I am fine

you are welcome

greet them (members of your family)
I quickly came to say ‘hi’ to you

I am a little tired
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Lesson 1 - Ek$ Kiinf:
1kini (Greetings)

Greeting people is an important aspect of Yoruba culture. ‘K’ is an expression used for greetings
by Yoruba people regardless of the time of day. However, in order to express good night, Yoruba
people will rather say ‘6 daaard.” Some examples are found below:

A. KU + time of the day:

kd + aarQ > kaaaro good morning

ka + ¢san > kadasan good afternoon

ka +1rolé > kaurolé good early evening

ka + alé > kaalé good evening

B. Kd + weather:

ka + otatu > ka otatu a greeting said when the weather is cold
kd + oyé 2> kd oyé a greeting for the Harmattan Season

ka + 0jo > ka 0jo a greeting for the rainy season

ka +oginnintin > ka oginnintin a greeting for damp weather

C. K can also be used in other circumstances:

ka +isé > kdusé a greeting said to someone working

kd +1j6kod > kaujokoo a greeting said to someone seated

kd +isinmi > kausinmi a greeting said to someone resting or to someone
on Sunday

D. ‘K@’ is also used as a greeting during festivities such as New Year, Christmas, birthday,
and anniversaries.
kd + odun > kd odun a greeting said to someone during

festivities(for example, happy new year /

birthday, merry Christmas)

When one is greeting an older person such as a father, mother, sister, brother, aunt, uncle, teacher
or any other people that is older, one makes use of the honorific pronoun ‘e’ to show respect. For
example, to greet one’s father or mother in the morning, one will say E kaaard o, baba’ or e

£y 7z

kaaard o mama. The response will be kdaar o. A girl kneels down, while a boy prostrates to
greet the older ones. For a friend or a younger sibling, the response will also be kaaar¢ o. Women
address their husbands by using the name of one of their children. If a child’s name is Tadé, the
mother will address her husband as Babaa Tadé. The same principle applies when Tadé’s mother
will be addressed as Mamaa Tadé. But in westernized Yoruba families, some wives address their

husbands by their first names.



Times of the day

aaro from about 12:01a.m. to 11:59a.m.
Qsan from about noon to 4:59p.m.

irolé from about 5:00p.m. to 6:59p.m.

alé from about 7:00p.m. to 11:59p.m.

The middle of the night is referred to as dru but there is no greeting with the word éru in Standard
Yoruba. Therefore, Yoruba people do not greet by saying ‘E kd oru’ unless something is going on
at that time of night! Besides, who walks around in the middle of the night?

ASA

The period between 12.01 am and 3 am to 4 am is usually considered dru because people are still

7z \ z 7\ z

sleeping. After 4 am, the greeting kaaarg or E kaaarg is used.

: 1sdrongbésl (Dialogue)

1.
- E kdaarg o, baba.

S
J

- Kaaarg o, Tadé. Sé o sun daadaa?

-Béé ni, mo sun daadaa. E sé.

Tadeé greets his father, Walé, early in the morning.




2.

- E kdabd o, Mama

- Klulé O, Lola. Sé alaafia ni?
- Ala4fia ni.

- Egbénon re Ak4?

- Wén wa nilé.

- O daa o. Dide.

3.

- E kdaard ma.

- E kdaarg o. Sé daadaa ni 0?
-Daadaa ni ma.

- Sé e sun daadaa?

-Béeé ni ma.

4.
-Kéaasan o, Finmi.
- Kaasan o, Sadé. Sé daadaa ni?

-A dlpé. Iwo naa nké?

- A dupé o.

Sadé greets her friend, Funmi,
at school in the afternoon.




5.

- Ki ni ordkoo re?

- Ordko® mi ni Olufémi.

- Ki ni oriko babaa re?

- Ordko babaa mi ni Kdnlé Akinlaja.

1 Z

-Ba mi ki awon obii re ti o ba délé,

- Mo gb¢ sa.

-0 dabo o, Olafémi. A teacher, Mr. Adébdld, and a student, Oldfémi, get
- : to know each other on the first day of school.
- O dabo sa.

6.

- E kdasan o, Mamaa Funmi.

- E kdasan o, Mamaa Sadé. Gbogbo ilé
nko?

- Ddadaa ni 0. Babaa Funmi nk¢?
-Wonwa. E sé 0. O dabd o

”

- O dabg o.

Sadé’s mother and Funmi’s mother greet
each other at the market.

7.

- E kaalé ma.
- Kaalé o, Titi. Sé alaafia ni?
- A dapé ma. Sé Sadé wa nilé?

- Rara o. O ti jade.

- 6 daard ma.
-0

daarg o, Titi. Kilé o.

Titi goes to visit her friend, Sadé.
Sadé is not at home but her mother is.




Isé Sise 1
Pése idahun si awon Qro wonyi.
Provide the appropriate response to the following.

1. Séalasfia ni?

Sé daadaa ni?

ll& fkg?

2
3. Bawoni?
4
5

Ki ni oriko babaa re?

Isé Sise 2

Pése 1kini si awon Qro wonyi.

Provide the appropriate greeting to the following.
1.

A A

? Won wa.
? Adupé.
. Kaabg.

. E kaaaro.
. Kaulé.




Isé Sise 3
In pairs, let A greet B at the indicated time of the day and let B respond appropriately.

Bi apeere:
Your son at 2pm
A: Kdule o, AKin.

B: E kdabd o, mama.

1. Your father at 8pm.
A.

B.

2.Your friend at 1pm.
A.

B.

3. Your teacher at 9am.
A.

B.

4.Your friend’s mother at 5pm.
A.

B.

5. Your mother at noon.
A.

B.

Isé Sise 4

Pésé ibéére ti 6 ba awon idahun wonyi mu.
Provide the question to each of the following.
1. Woén wa.

2. Daadaa ni.

3. O dabd sa.

4. Adupé.

5. Kaasan o.

6. Ordikod mi ni Jidé.




, tata, oyé, ojo

é

X\ Z£ery

n, alaafia, finmi, ddaadaa, kunl

e

a awon Qro wonyi
Look for these words in this puzzle below. Pay attention to the tones!
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Isé Sise 5
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Lesson 2 - Ek§ Keji:
Verbs

There are different types of verbs in Standard Yoruba. The simple structure of the following Yoruba
verbs is monosyllabic:

je fo eat

ka fo read

se to do

fé to want

ni to have

wa fo come

lo to go

sun fo sleep

j6 fo dance

fo fo jump

ra fo buy

ta to sell

mu fo drink

sé fo cook

gbé to carry

rn fo walk
Olunjeisu Olu is eating yam
Baba i sun Father is sleeping
Mo nhlo | am leaving/going
Adé n mu omi Adé is drinking water

However, there are verb-nominal combinations that behave like verbs. Some can be split without
affecting the meaning.



Examples of splittable verb-nominals include:

rérinin < rin &rin  to laugh

sunkin € sun ekun fo cry

jagun < jaogun to fighta war

saré < saeré torun

gégi < gé igi to cut a tree

ponmi < pon omi fo fetch water

kélé < kéilé to build a house
gbalé < gbaile tfo sweep the floor
sQro < sQQro  tosay a word (speak)
korin < ko orin  to sing a song (sing)

Not all verb-nominals are splittable. The examples below in column B are ungrammatical:

toju lake care of td oju
dide fo stand diide
daré stop wait dd aré
jokoo sit j6 ko

A verb can be followed by another verb. An example of this is fé ‘to want’ or ‘to wish’.

Awa ¢ je eyin. We want to eat eggs.
Eyin fé fo aso. You want to wash clothes.

Fé can also be used in an interrogative sentence.

For example:

Séiwo fé fo aso? Do you want to wash clothes?
Bée ni, émi fé fo aso. Yes, | want to wash clothes.
Sé Koye fé sun? Does Koye want to sleep?

Béé ni, Kbye fé sun. Yes, Koye wants to sleep.



The verb féran ‘to like’, ‘to love’

Mo féran aja I like dogs.
Olu féran omodé Olu loves children.

Negation of Verbs

Negation of verbs using ko’
One way to negate a verb in a sentence is to precede the verb with the negator ‘ko’.

Oldn je iyan Olu is eating pounded yam
Ola ko je iyan Olu is not eating pounded yam
Walé i rérinin Walé is laughing

Walé ko rérinin Walé is not laughing

Mo f¢ je burédi | want to eat bread

N ko fé je burédi | do not want to eat bread
Béla h mu omi Bdla is drinking water

Béla ko mu omi Bdla is not drinking water
Joké n diirunun Dupé JOké is weaving Dupé€'’s hair
Joke ko di irunun DUpé JOké is not weaving Dupé’s hair
Mama n se iresi Mother is cooking rice

Mama ko se iresi Mother is not cooking rice



Isé Sise 1
Tan awon gbdléhun wonyi ko ni odi.
Turn the following sentences into negative.

1.

Badé n ka iwé.

2.

Wén n je iresi.

3.

Awa 1 fo aso.

Mo 1 gbin agbado.

Eyin f je eyin.

Awon 1 ta isu.

Mo fé ra agbado.

8.

Awa jé oré.

9.

O n sun.

10.0 fé jeun.

Isé Sise 2
Dahun awon ibééré wonyi ni odi.
Respond to the following questions in the negative.

arLOd~

Sé Titi fé sun?

Sé Jidé ntaisu?
S€ won fé je eyin?
Sé awanjo?

Sé Badé n fé owd?




Lesson 3 - Ek§ Keta:

Subject Pronouns

There are two types of subject pronouns in Yoruba: emphatic and regular.

Regular Pronouns

1% pers. Mo / 1% pers. A
2" pers. @) You 2" pers. i
3" pers. o} She/He/It 3" pers. Wén

Note that the vowels in the 3™ person singular and plural take a high tone.

Note that in each of these pronouns, the first vowel is marked with a low tone.

We
You

They

Yoruba, however, has a second set of pronouns referred to as the emphatic pronouns:

Emphatic Pronouns

1% pers. Emi / 1% pers. Awa
2" pers. Iwo You 2" pers. Eyin
3" pers. Oun She/He/It 3" pers. Awon

We
You

They

Emphatic and regular pronouns can be used interchangeably in many situations, though not in all
situations. For example, the following are used interchangeably when using the progressive marker

n (-ing):
Eminlo/Mbfilo | am going
Awanjeun/Anjeun  We are eating
Eyin nsun/E Asun You (pl) are sleeping

Ounnriseré/Onseré  She/helitis playing

Below, the expressions in column A below are grammatically correct, while the expressions in

column B are incorrect:

Emi nik? How about me? Mo ko
lwo tabi émi  You or/ O tabiiwo

Awon ati &yin They and you (pl.) ~ Won ati yin



The Honorific Pronoun /e/

Respect for elders is highly appreciated and strongly encouraged in Yoruba culture. In fact, it is an
integral part of the culture. As a result, when you greet an elderly person, you use the regular
pronoun of respect ‘@’ followed by the greeting:

e kaabo a greeting to welcome someone older than you

e kaulé aresponse to ‘e kaabg'. It is said to someone
(older than you) that one finds at home when
one returns home.

The Honorific Pronoun ‘wén’

W@n is another regular pronoun of respect in Yoruba. For example, when you are asked how your
mother or father is doing, you respond ‘w@n wa’ (he/she is doing fine), even though wén is a 3rd
person plural subject pronoun.

A: Awon aburo re nkg? How are your younger siblings?
B: Won wa. They are fine.

A: Babaa re nké? How is your father?

B: Won wa. He is fine.

The progressive marker i

The progressive marker 'f' is used to express a continuous or an on-going action. It is similar in use
to the English -ing. However, in Yoruba, it occurs before the verb. If it is omitted following the noun
or pronoun subject, that verb then indicates ‘past.’

Hence: Whereas:
Eminlo | am going Emilo | went

Mo i lo I am going Mo lo | went



Isé Sise 1
Dahun awon ibéeré wonyi ni ekanréré.

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

Bi apeere:
Kini Walé n se? (eré)
Wale 1 se eré.

1. Kini Bodé nse? (0j6ibi)

2. Kinimamaansé? (obé odun)

3. Kinibabaanta? (aso)

4. Kiniiwonse? (kawé)

5. Kiniwdn h se? (jeun)

Isé Sise 2
Replace the words in bold with regular pronouns.

Bi apeere:

Eyin A gbé ni Austin. E 1 gbé ni Austin.

1. Emi ati Awon fé jeun.

2. Babaa Jide i gbé ni Ikolé-Ekifi.

3. Olu nsisé ni Ode-Ekiti.

4. lwo f gbé ni Adé-EKiti.

5. Mamaa Wonu fé mu emu.




Isé Sise 3
Replace the words in bold with emphatic pronouns.

Bi apeere:

Wén 1 fo aso. Aweon 1 fo aso.

1. Mo tabi Adé nlo si gja.

2. A pélu Tésin fé gba boolu.

3. Tanjiatié nfé omo

4. Eatiajéoré

5. Kémitabio ngbé ni Houston.

Isé Sise 4
Replace the regular pronoun in bold with an emphatic pronoun.

Bi apeere:
A fé lg si gja.

Awa fé lo si gja.

1. W@n ntaisu

2. M0 n selresi

3. O fé ra agbado

4. O niowd

5. E fé se mdéinmaoin




Lesson 4 - Ek$ Kerin:

Interrogatives ‘Ki ni?’ and ‘Sé?

‘Ki ni’ (what) and ‘Sé’ (do/does) are two forms of Yoruba interrogatives.

They are used in the following examples:

Q:
R:

Ki ni o fé?

Mo fé owo.

Ki ni orikog re?

Oruko0 mi ni Badé Adéléke.

Sé woén fé ow6?

Bée ni, won fé owd.

Sé o fé jeun?

Béé ni, mo fé jeun.

What do you (sg.) want?

| want money.

What is your (sg.) name?

My name is Badé Adéléke.

Do they want money?

Yes, they want money.

Do you want to eat?

Yes, | want to eat.



Isé Sise 1
Dahun awon ibéeré wonyi ni ekanréré.

Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

Bi apeere:

1. Kiniaféje? (ounje)

2. Kiniwénnko? (iwé)

3. Kinigyinnta? (iresi) (in conversational context)*

4. KiniOlahfé? (owd)

5. Kiniiwo ni? (ilé)? (in conversational context)*

6. Kiniiwo ati oun i f&€? (omo)

~

Ki ni awa ati &yin ni? (3la4fia)

* Conversational context implies that you are engaged in a conversation. Therefore, you respond
accordingly.



Isé Sise 2
Respond to the following questions in conversational context using a regular subject
pronoun.

Bi apeere:

Séiwo féran iresi?

Bée ni, mo féran iresi.

Bée ni, n gbé ni llé-Ife
2. Sé babaare ni owd?
Béé ni, ni owo

Béé ni, ni oko.

Isé Sise 3

In pairs, ask your friend the following questions. Let your friend respond. Then take turns.

Kinionra?
Ki ni o fé?

Kinidnsé?

Ki ni baba ati mamaa re féran?

ok~ N~

Ki ni mamaa re n fé?




Isé Sise 4
Pari awon gboléhun wonyi.
Complete the following sentences.

aoooe s aooTo w cooon oo =~

ao oo o

Walé f¢ je iresi, 6 si fé omi.

je
mu
we
se

Tundé fé

si ibf yir.

ri
ni
wa
mu

Titi fé

sun
wa
wa

7

1é

si orii béédi.

Babaa Jidé fé bata fan Jidé.

[
ra
gé
ta

Kunlé fé

si ori aga.

j61k6
j6koo
dide
gbé




Isé Sise 5

In pairs, ask your partner in class what his/her father wants in life, followed by what the
partner wants in life. Write down what your partner’s father wants in life, and what you
want in life. Then take turns.

Isé Sise 6
Let one student ask the teacher what the teacher wants in life. That student should report
to the rest of the class what the teacher said h/she wants in life.

Isé Sise 7
In class, students work in pairs to create dialogues using the verbs f&, ni, sé, ta, ka and
ko with the interrogative forms & and ki ni. Do these first orally and then in written form.
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COERLL - Yoraba Yé Mi Page 46 CC - 2012 The University of Texas at Austin





