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Map Yoruba Land (showing some Yoruba cities)
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(=]3% .Iﬁ Yorub4 Alphabets

Yoruba language has eighteen consonants and seven oral vowels as found below:

[a]
[b]
[d]
[e]
€]
[f]
[¢]
[gb]
[h]
[i]
[d3]
K]
[1]
[m]
[n]
[o]
[o]
[kp]
[r]
[s]
[
[t]
[u”]
[w]
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aga

bata
dunddn
ehoro
esin

fila
garawa
gbaguuda
hanrun
igi

jigi
kokord
|égbélegbé
mangoro
naira
olégbo
0bo
pépeye
rakanmi
salubata
sibi

tata

td
warapa

yanmuyanmu

chair

shoe

a type of drum
rabbit

horse

hat

bucket
cassava

to snore

tree

mirror

key

tadpole
mango
nigerian money
cat

monkey
duck

camel
sandal
spoon
grasshopper
fo untie

epilepsy
mosquito

as in ‘apple’
as in ‘boy’

as in ‘dog’

as in ‘eight’
asin ‘egg’

as in ‘feather’
asin ‘go’
pronounced [gb]
asin’hall’

as in ‘igloo’
as in ‘jog’

as in ‘koala’
asin ‘lie’

as in ‘mom’
as in ‘never’
asin ‘oven’
asin ‘oil’
pronounced [kp]
asin ‘rise’
asin ‘sun’
asin ‘shy’

as in ‘tie’

as in ‘true’

as in ‘water’
asin ‘yes’



*No Standard Yoruba language word starts with the vowel ‘u’. However, in certain Yoruba dialects

such as the Ekiti, and ljésa dialects, a word can begin with ‘u’ as in urg

(alie) and usu (yam) which is written in Standard Yoruba as irg and isu.
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Vowels

- Oral Vowels - Fawell Airanmapé

There are seven oral vowels in Standard Yoruba:

a

Below are examples of the vowels with their English meanings.

[a]
[e]
[€]
[i]

[o]
[0]
[u]

*Remember that there is no Standard Yoruba word that begins with the vowel ‘U’ except in some

Q

u

*ooru

other Yoruba dialects as mentioned earlier.

dog
elephant
bird
nose
money
hand

heat

as in ‘apple’
as in ‘day’
asin ‘egg’
as in ‘ignore’
as in ‘open’
as in ‘oil’

as in ‘put’



wi% Nasal Vowels - Faweli Aranmupeé

Yoruba has five nasal vowels:

-an -en -in -on -un
an as in 'lbadan’ a city in Western Nigeria
en asin iyen' that one
in asin'erin' elephant
on as in "ibon' gun
un as in 'fun’ to blow

While there is a distinction between /—an/ and /—on/ in Standard Yoruba orthography, both are
pronounced the same, i.e. [3]. Therefore, the nasal vowels in words like agbon [agb3] coconutand
iran [ir3] generation are pronounced the same, i.e. [3], though they are orthographically different.

Consonants

Yoruba language has eighteen consonants as found below:

b d f g gb h j Kk |
m n p r S S t w y

Note that the English alphabets c, q, v, X, z do not exist in Yoruba.



&*. Consonants

[b] b bata shoe as in ‘bag’

[d] d dundu fried yam as in ‘date’

[f] f fila hat as in ‘foot’

[s] g igi tree asin ‘gig’
[gb] gb gbogbo all N/A

[d3] j jowo please as in ‘jaws’
[K] k kokoro key as in ‘kitchen’
[1] I labalaba butterfly as in ‘lollipop’
[m] m méji two as in ‘mouth’
[n] n nisisinyi now as in ‘near’
[kp] p patapata completely N/A

[r] r rkisi conspiracy as in ‘risky’
[s] s salubata sandal asin ‘sun’

M S sibi spoon as in ‘shy’

[t] t tata grasshopper asin ‘tea’

[w] w wara milk as in ‘wheat’
[y] y yanmuyanmu mosquito asin ‘yes’

The syllabic [m] and [n]

/m/ and /n/ are considered nasal consonants. However, they can act in capacity as syllabic nasals
because they behave like vowels on which tones can be marked. In other words, they can stand on
their own just like a syllable as found below:



Adénrelé a/dé/n/re/lé name of a person
Bimbdla Bi/m/bd/1a name of a person

dundd du/n/da fried yam

Yoruba language has three primary but contrastive tones that are marked as follows:

High [] as in [bi], fo give birth to
Mid [ ] usually left unmarked as in [bi], fo ask
Low [\] as in [bi], fo vomit

However, there is also a down-stepped tone marked in the following in which a high tone is followed
by a high tone and a low tone:

/] as in [akékQ9], a student
as in [olépaal, a police officer
Tones can sometimes be marked on a nasal consonant as in the example below:
Mo i lo | am going
Tones distinguish words when they contrast in Yoruba language as in the following examples:
eré > play
ere > gain, benefit

ere > carved, wooden image

N2

edé shrimp

ede - language



custom

Q
N
Q-
8%

asa > hawk, falcon
owoé > money

owo =2 trade

owdé - hand

owo ~> respect, honor

Titles in Yoruba Culture

It is not uncommon in Yoruba culture for people to have titles precede their names when they are
being addressed. These titles can be in English or in Yoruba. Some examples include: Lawyer Bisi
Adéola, Justice Bdla Adébisi, Engineer Dayo Olalékan, Chief Tayo Adélari, Accountant Badé
Adéléke, Olori Sadé Akintayo, and Qba Adéléké Adéola

Adajo Judge

Agbejéro Lawyer

Alaga Chairman (e.g of a meeting)
Arabinrin Mrs.

Arakunrin Master

Dékita Doctor (medical)
Oba King

Ogé Boss

Ogbéni Mr.

Qjogbdn Professor

Olori Queen

Oloyée Chief

Omidan Miss



Doctor of philosophy (Ph.D)

Aare President (e.g of a club or school.)

Yoruba Names

Some Yoruba names are gender specific while other names are gender neutral. Yoruba people give
names to a newborn baby based on the circumstances surrounding the birth of that baby. Meanings
of Yoruba names are discussed in Book Il of this series.

Male Female
Adékunlé Similéld
Qlaséindé Folasadé
Abayomi Folukémi
Oladapo Olawatémi
Olugbénga Mojisdla
Gbénré Fadékémi
Akintandé Adéréonké
Ségun Folakémi
Oltwadére lyabd
Babatindé Yéwandé
Gbdyega Similélu
Kdlapo Atintdké



Neutral (Male or female)

Mobdlaji
Abiédun
Adékoye
Olarémi
Olufémi
Adésola
Oluséye
Feyisayo
Moyoséla
Bolaji

Adétoésin

e daké ariwo!
daké ariwo!

e siiwée yin si oju iwée

siiwée re
e dide!

dide

e paiwée yin dé

paiweée re dé

e tinun so
tinun so
e jowo

jowo

Adébisi
Bunmi
Adébola
Modupé
Adéola
Ayokuanlé
Busdla
Bamidélé
Qlayinka
Titilola

Abimbdla

Communication in Class

silence, be quiet! (you pl.)

silence, be quiet! (you sg.)

open your text books to page.. (you pl.)
open your text book (you sg.)
stand up! (you pl.)

stand up! (you sg.)

close your books (you pl.)

close your book (you sg.)

repeat! (you pl. or mark of respect)
repeat! (you sg.)

please! (you pl.); mark of respect

please! (you sg.)



e feti silé!

fetisilé!

e jokoo!

jokoo!

e so O ni Yoruba

sQ O ni Yoruba

e nawo soke

nawo soke

mo ni ibéére

bawo ni a se 1 so wi (pé)...
bawoniasenso _ niYoruba
sé 6 yée yin?

bée ni, 6 yé wa

séoyée?

bée ni, 6 yé mi

e so 0 telé mi

S0 0 télé mi

ki ni itimoo......

listen! (you pl.)
listen! (you sg.)
sit down! (you pl.)

sit down! (you sg.)

say itin Yoruba (you pl. or for respect)

say itin Yoruba (you sg.)
raise your hand (you pl.)
raise your hand (you sg.)
| have a question

how do we say that...
how do we say ___ in Yoruba?
do you (pl.) understand?
yes, we understand

do you (sg.) understand?
yes, | understand

repeat after me (pl.)
repeat after me (sg.)

what is the meaning of...?
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